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Former washoe
teacher wanted
on abuse charges

By Lener'Powsra/Gasne-soums

A flormer substitote teacher for Lhe
Washoe County School District was free
on bail Wedneaday, awailing extradition
on an out-of-slafe warrant for child
molestaton.

Edward Courtney is charged with two
counts of molesting a child under the age
of 14. The charges stém [rom bwo sepa
rate Incidents that occurred in 1985 while
he was a teacher and coach at & jumior
WI in Othello, Wash,

, who was a substitute teacher
for about montha in Washoe County,
will face the extradition hearing Monday
In Reno Justice Court,

Deputy District Attorney Karla Butko
sald no local charges have been filed
apainst Courtney, who was 5 counselor
with the Job Corps in Stead before joining
the school district. _

“A [ugitive warrant [rom out of state is
A eriany lert Washinglon befoce

nglon pat-
ents alleged their children were molested,
and the charges were not fled until 1987,
said Richard ﬂlerhprmmulln] attorney
for Adams Countly, Waeh.

Othello, located 130 miles southwest of
Spokane has a population of about 4,000,
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J m}u'n;l uperintendent of the Othello School
Ames r, B
District, refused to commeni ¢ the case,

Courtney was substitule teaching at Vau
Middle School in southeast Reno when *
about his moral character' were raised by a con-
cerned parent, according to Marvin Moss, Washoe
school distriet sugu‘ tendent. Courtney was taken
off the substitute teaching list Dec, 18, Moss said.

A routine check of Courtney’s fingerprints and ref-
erences had turned up nothing of mmﬂnﬁn‘
Em& mm&mmmmtem in Sep-

} 5@

But after tionts about Courtney were raised,
school officials checked mi: and found out about
the outstanding wattant, said. :

Aside fram the one nt's warning, which did not
involve a tions of sexual molestation; Mess said
ke has heard of no complaints or incidents involving
Courtney and Washoe County students,

B Lol L o
ecks for employees are s ;
“"We check former places of employment and they
were all OK. We also do an FBI check of f
We've done this for years on all our em . He
had no previous arrest record and no ¢ one. "

Prior to becoming a substitute teacher with the
school distriet, Courtney was employed a3 a coun-
gelor with Sierra Nevada Job Corps in Stead.

Roy Adams, director of Job Corps, said he doesn't
know how long Courtney worked for the program.,

“Mr, Courtney was here a very brief of
time. I don't know if he was here 30 days. 1 don't have

ths perscomel records here, but we never had any

nts about him."

3 I!'li:itdedJﬁ'g? m%m previous
employers an applicant and requires proot
of educational bac ;

“We do nol any sort of eriminal back
ET:II check Independently. 1 don't think that’s a
idea, however, but we are a privale company
operating under contract with the Depariment of
Labor,"” Adams said. "All our personnel policies and
edures have to be submitted and approved by the
ﬁnmmuum."




